
Transportation RFI  

 

Interim Charge 1B: SB 282 and SB 962, which relate to the funding for the State Highway 

Fund. Study the current mix of user fee-based funding for the state highway system, including 

registration fees, tolls, and fuel tax, and determine if current funding generated is sufficient to 

maintain cost demands. Examine whether current legislative appropriations, 

including   projections for Proposition 1 (severance tax) and Proposition 7(sales tax) funds, are 

keeping pace with Texas' highway funding needs to accommodate population and economic 

development growth. Make recommendations for additional methods of funding or innovative 

tools that the state could utilize to deliver road infrastructure projects.   

 

Submitted by:   

Fran Rhodes, President, True Texas Project 

10613 Elmhurst Lane, Ft Worth, TX 76244 

817-676-3628 

 

I realize that funding Texas’ highways is a complicated and intricate challenge.  I don’t claim to 

be able to understand the complexities and nuances of budgeting such a large amount of money, 

and large number of projects.  There are people on this committee, and you have staff advising 

you that are way smarter and better equipped to tackle these decisions than me.  However, I just 

want to express what we, the taxpayers expect from the Legislature, the Transportation 

Committee, and the DOT as it relates to Transportation funding, spending and project. 

 

What I, as a Texas Taxpayer expect is: 

 No new taxes, tolls, fees, or debt. (We have enough of all 4) 

 Zero-based budgeting implemented and disclosed so it can be verified. 

 A Transportation Department that places emphasis on transparency and lean budgeting.  

 Agencies that are responsive to the taxpayers, not special interests.  

 Measurable objectives used to prioritize projects. 

 Projects' price tags scaled to available funds. 

 

 


